
                                   
 

 
DEMOCRACY AND DEMOCRATIZATION IN THE 21ST CENTURY:  

PROGRESS AND PROBLEMS 
 

A.  The academic level of the course: UPPER DIVISION 
 

B. The appropriate academic disciplines for this course. 
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 
 

C. The type of student that would be attracted to the course, such as required 
academic background, major etc. 
POLITICAL SCIENCE, SOCIOLOGY, LAW, HISTORY, PEACE AND CONFLICT 

 
Democracy and Democratization in the 21st Century: progress and problems focuses 
on how norms and values play a pivotal role in determining transatlantic politics 
and relations.  

• The democratization in southern and eastern European states of the 1970s 
and the democratization of eastern Europe of the 1980s and 1990s changed 
the European political landscape in favor of democratic governance and 
triggered for a European zone of peace and freedom.  

• Democracy has in the western world come to be perceived as the ideal type of 
governance that could protect, but also promote, norms and values against 
authoritarianism. However, in the 21st century, democracy is under challenge 
with growing traits of authoritarianism around the world.  

• This course discusses the favorable and unfavorable factors to 
democratization and analyses global and transatlantic trends on political 
rights and civil liberties. In addition, students will also learn about 
international democracy promotion and how transatlantic actors, now and 
then, act in the name of democracy in foreign policy-making.   

 
 

Student assignments 
 
This course includes weekly independent projects. Students are expected to 
conduct own research, supervised and discussed by the course instructor in the 
form of seminars. The weekly projects consist of developing skills on how to 
pursue an independent study. After the completion of the course students are 
expected to show solid knowledge of the notion of democracy and democratization 
and what favorable and unfavorable factors that exist to democratization and 
deepened democracy around the world. 
 
 



                                   
 
Textbooks or other needed materials 

Students will receive a course package with mandatory readings. In addition, 
students will seek information on their own to finalize weekly independent 
projects. 
 

Evaluation procedures 
The instructor will provide students the opportunity to conduct a written 
evaluation of the course at the end of the term.  
 
The course will provide deepened knowledge about what democracy and 
democratization are, how democracy and democratization are promoted and 
protected and what factors that may be favorable and unfavorable to the 
transition to democracy and the consolidation of democracy. The course will 
compared transatlantic scores on democracy to the rest of the world and discuss 
what major challenges that exist to the expansión of democracies in the world. 
The course will be base don classical lectures followed by workshops and 
presentation of weekly independent studies.   

 
 


