
                                   
 

Social Theory 
 

A.  The academic level of the course:  upper division 
B. The appropriate academic disciplines for this course:  Sociology, Anthropology, 

Psychology, Philosophy, History, Political Science, Liberal Studies, Education, 
Communication, Area Studies (including Post-Colonial Studies), Women’s or Gender 
Studies, Ethnic Studies. 

C. The type of student that would be attracted to the course: Students majoring in all of 
the above disciplines and those interested in pursuing graduate studies in a number 
of academic and professional fields including law. But I have also worked to make this 
course relevant to students interested in human services, law enforcement, and 
corrections in so much as I focus on social change and a discourse around diversity 
and inclusion in a multi-ethnic, global society. 

 
Course Description: 
 This course explores human nature, the role of individuals & society in shaping 
human experience, and social change. This course will strengthen your ability to 
appreciate and critique the ways in which those who have gone before you have 
cleared pathways for the major social changes that have influenced global society as 
we know it today. These changes have shaped the ways that we think about—and 
experience through our social institutions—important concepts such as “freedom,” 
“equality,” and “human destiny” within the context of our racial, gender, and social 
class identities and entangled histories.  
   
 Students in this course will engage in a critical examination of the thoughts of 
classical social-philosophers such as Hobbes, Rousseau, Douglass, Jefferson, 
Wollstonecraft, Weber, Durkheim, Marx, DuBois, Freud, Woolf, and other key 
intellectual precursors to contemporary sociologists and human rights activists. 
Using contemporary post-colonial, feminist, and critical race theory as a tool for 
analyzing the classics, students will compare, contrast, and master the classical 
sociological theories as they develop a formal, polished, 15-page social science 
comparison/contrast paper.  
 

Throughout the course, we will work together as scholars in an intellectual 
community to link the ideas of classic social and political theorists to issues that 
challenge our society today.  
 
Required Texts and Materials: 
 
Kimmel, Michael S. and Charles Stephen, eds.  1998.  Social and Political Theory:  
Classical Readings.   



                                   
 
 Boston:  Allyn and Bacon (OUT OF PRINT/NEED TO PURCHASE ONLINE USE 
ISBN # 978-0-02-364001-8).  
 
  
Assessment: 
Course Requirements.  Grades will be based on the following: 
 
 Participation and attendance are essential as this course will be run as a 
discussion-based seminar with many small-group activities that are dependent upon 
your intelligent contributions. Your personal preparation for class is the key for your 
successful class contributions. 
  
 As you participate in each classroom discussion and begin to draft your 
papers, use the questions below as a guide. Answering some of these questions for 
each reading will result in the kind of critical analysis I’m looking for in your papers 
(and for any other critical thinking tasks you’ll face for that matter): 
  
 1) Presentation/Response format  
  -What are the key analytical points of this theory/what makes it unique? 
  -What is the context of the theory/what did it respond to? 
  -Compare and contrast this theory to relevant previous theories. 
  --What tensions, contradictions, refinements exist in the theory? 
  -What is the significance of the theory to social understanding? 
   
 2) Question/Critique format  
  -What don’t you understand about this theory, specifically? 
  -Copy a paragraph of interest or difficulty and translate it into your own words,  
  preparing to share with the class what you learned through the translation. 
  -If you used this theory for social research, where would you struggle? 
  -How does this theorist directly confront/disagree with another and where do  
  you stand? 
 
 3) Real world application format  
  --What specific applications can you imagine for this theory? Think about how  
  you could apply this theory to research questions in sociology as well as how  
  you could apply this theory to real life events and problems. 
  -What current event, interest, issue does this theory remind you of? Bring  
  examples. 
 
 


