
                                   
 

The title of the proposed course is Police Decision Making. The course was 
developed to give students a broader understanding of the nature of the policing 
profession and the importance of proper decision-making regardless the situation. 
This course is not currently in the university’s course catalog. The course was 
specifically developed for this endeavor. However, I have taught a similar course at 
another academic institution, and I would like to submit the course to my current 
institution in the near future as an upper-division special topics course. While the 
course is specifically aimed at criminal justice students, especially those students 
planning on careers in law enforcement, I believe it would be appropriate for students 
in all academics disciplines where there is an emphasis on developing creative and 
critical thinking skills with respect to approaching important decisions. Because 
decision-making is an international concept, a diverse student population would 
definitely be attracted to the course.  

 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is designed to give students a theoretical and practical framework for 
approaching important decision situations in the policing profession. An emphasis is 
placed on selected decision-making and adult learning theories that are conducive to 
modern policing. The instrumented learning process is used to facilitate interactive 
class and group discussions. 
 
COURSE MATERIALS 
COPS (Categories of Policing Style) Instrument (provided)  
 
COURSE EVALUATION 
Students will complete a number of reaction papers. The reaction paper is a response 
to a case study. Students will be given a case studies where they will respond by 
making decisions and justifying those decisions using what they have learned 
through lecture, discussions, and the instrumented learning process.  Students will 
complete a pretest and posttest (final examination) to evaluate their comprehension 
of the material presented. Participation will also be an important part of their 
evaluation. 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 

I. Overview of Police Decision Making 
II. Decision-Making Style Theory 
III. Adult Learning Principles 
IV. Categories of Policing Style 
V. Decision-Making Case Studies 
VI. The Future of Police Decision-Making 


