
                                   
 

A. Course Title: Cross Cultural Psychology 
B. This course will best serve students who are at least sophomores. 
C. This course should appeal most to psychology, sociology, and anthropology 

students, but any student interested in intercultural interaction or who 
believes they may work in multicultural settings could benefit. 

D. The only prerequisite would be Introductory Psychology. 
 
Syllabus: Cross Cultural Psychology 
 

a. Outline of Subject Matter 
Introduction, Definitions of Culture;  
American culture; groups that have culture;  
Race, Personality, & Popular Culture; World view;  
Introduction to cultural categories  
Cognition and cross-cultural psychology 1;  
Ethnocentrism; Stereotypes, Prejudice, & Discrimination;  
Categorizing Cultures & Organizational Behavior; 
Culture & Gender;    
Culture and Communication);  
Enculturation & Acculturation; Culture Shock; 
Culture & Health  
Culture & Abnormal Behavior  
Culture and Conflict 
 

b. Student Assignments 
a. Textbook and other reading assignments 
b. At least six online discussions 

c. Textbook:  Matsumoto & Juang (2012) Culture and Psychology, 5th Ed., 
Wadsworth/Cengage, Independence, KY. 

d. Evaluation Procedures: Students will be assessed with quizzes, three exams, 
and their contributions to online and in-class discussions. 

e. Course Description  
 
Cross-Cultural Psychology will explore the influence of culture on human 
behavior, cognition, attitudes, and beliefs.  Embedded in this exploration will 
be an attempt to consider what human behaviors and characteristics are 
universal and which are affected by cultural contexts.  Much research in 
psychology is conducted at U.S. universities with American students as 
participants.  A major shortcoming of some of this research, however, is that 
the findings may not generalize to other populations.  The course will examine 
general topics related to the topic such as definitions of culture, ethnocentrism, 
and stereotypes, as well as more specific topics, which include gender roles, 



                                   
 

violence and aggression, communication, and abnormal behavior.  The format 
of the class will be lecture/discussion. Many of the topics will lend themselves 
to discussion and it is expected that the class will be interactive.   
 
 

 


